St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ
APRIL 2017 Tidings
I began writing this newsletter article on the first day of Spring. At least the calendar says it is Spring
and I feel it deep in my soul – the energy, excitement, and anticipation that comes as new life is experienced
out of the cold depths of winter. It may just be a date on the calendar, but I know that I feel it inside, too.
There are some physical signs as well – the sun seems to be shining brighter and longer (thanks to daylight
savings time), a few shoots of flowers in my garden are poking through the hard earth, and
that white stuff on the ground is pretty much gone. No wonder the early church decided to
celebrate Easter at this time of year. A time when we all experience new life and experience
it abundantly.
New life can be experienced in other ways as well. St. Paul’s UCC will be entering into a relationship with Emmaus Ecumenical Catholic Community. Emmaus ECC has been a
1908
part of the Oshkosh community for several years and have met previously at First Congregational Church and at Bella Vista. I am very excited about the opportunities that this relationship will present to
us and to Emmaus. Rev. Mike Bober and I have known each other the entire time I have been in Oshkosh and
we have met several times as we worked on this opportunity. I think we will both have to curb our enthusiasm
some as both of us have lots of ideas of where this relationship could take us. The details are currently being
worked out, but the plan is for them to worship on Sunday mornings at 11:00 am. The United Church of Christ
says we are a church of extravagant welcome and St. Paul’s has demonstrated that.
We have opened our doors to various groups and organizations over the years. Thank
you to the Church Council who came into this process with open minds and open
hearts and to the congregation for your overwhelming positive response to this proposal. If you would like to
know more about the Ecumenical Catholic Communion, I have a few brochures or you can go to their website
at www.catholiccommunion.org. Emmaus ECC has a wonderful website of their own
(www.emmausoshkosh.org) where you can find out information about the particular congregation. Please address any questions you might have to me or a council member.
Last year, the Wisconsin Conference UCC designated a Sunday in April as Break the Silence Sunday. It
was a Sunday for the church to learn together about the realities of rape and sexual violence and to lean about
ways to create a community where survivors can share their stories and receive support, hope, and love. We
often do not know the extent of pain suffered by survivors as they are reluctant to share this with others because of embarrassment. While the church should be a place of hope and healing, historically it has not and
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has often played more of a judgmental role. April 23, 2017, the Sunday after Easter, has been designated as
Break the Silence Sunday. Here at St. Paul’s UCC, we will participate by offering up prayer for survivors and
asking God’s guidance so change is possible.
Notice the signs of Spring and enjoy them. May they be reminders of God’s promise of new life given
to us all.
Blessings,
Pastor RaeAnn
Scripture Texts for April
The Season of Lent ends on April 9 and Eastertide begins on April 16.
4/2
4/9
4/16
4/23
4/30

Luke 18:31-19:10
Luke 19:29-44
Luke 24:1-12
Luke 24:13-35
Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60

Zacchaeus’ Repentance
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
He is Not Here! He is Risen!
Jesus is Revealed at Emmaus
Community and Condemnation

Take some time in the week prior to the Sunday these texts are preached to read them. What images
or words jump out at you as you read the texts? What do the words or images say to you about Jesus or God? How do these words or images speak to your life?

Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday worship at 9:30 AM
Thursday, April 13 - Maundy Thursday worship at 7:00 PM with communion
Friday, April 14 – Good Friday Ecumenical Worship at noon at Bethany UCC on 24th
Street in Oshkosh
Sunday, April 16 - Easter Sunday worship at 9:30 AM with communion. Breakfast at
8:30 AM.

SCRIP –SPRING IS ALMOST HERE!
Now’s the time to take inventory of what you might need. You may need cards for outdoor activities or everyday items like groceries or gas. Also, with Easter here already on April
16th, you might need cards for gifts, candy, cards, etc.
If you can’t attend church to get your order in, phone the office (231-3080), place your
order and mail us your check. We’re glad to help you earn money for St. Paul’s!
Order NOW so you will have them when you need them. NEXT ORDER IS DUE SUNDAY, APRIL 2ND
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NEEDED!
Volunteers to help mow the lawn!
You choose your own time – evenings, weekends!
Please sign up in the Narthex if you are able to help this summer at a time
when it’s convenient for you.
We’ll set up a schedule after we receive names of volunteers.
(Check with Lowell Reepsdorf for details @ 920-267-3044)

A word from Faith Formation Director....
April greetings to all. This month brings
so many special events I can hardly wait!
There are birthdays to celebrate, the changing
of the weather, and EASTER! I am excited, can
you tell?
During Faith Formation on our Wednesday night gatherings, we are taking a journey
just like the one on Sundays. We are talking
about the same words that are on the cross
each week. We just approach it in a little different manner. Some of the topics are a bit difficult to discuss and find activities for, but somehow Debbie and I come up with something we
think meaningful. Please journey with us as we
talk about: division, blindness, hosanna, and
broken. I also hope some of the children will be
worshipping on Palm Sunday so that we can

have a palm parade. We will be participating in
the Maundy Thursday worship and culminating
with the excitement of Easter Sunday.
I want to say that the fellowship we
share on Wednesday evenings has been very
special. I, for one, appreciate all the wonderful
meals we have had prepared by the families. I
love the conversation. It is great to find out
what everyone has been up to. I hope we will
continue this format in the years to come.
Remember that there will not be Faith Formation on the 12th but come for Maundy
Thursday
service
on
the
13th.
Blessings to all,
Sherri Landig

Barb Jones and Mary Jaynes – Preparation and clean up of
March communion
Ellen Becker – Refilling of sanctuary pew supplies
Annette Reichard and Bill Joachim – Tidings mailing
Financial team of Ellen Becker, Lynn Rollmann, Annette
Reichard, Mary Jaynes and Jan Meyer.
Bobbi Reepsdorf – Volunteering to coordinate Easter breakfast
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Those who are recuperating at home or in care centers: Jeanette Cummings,
June Otto, Betty Gabbert, Eileen Redemann, Betty Bettin, Muriel Carrillo,
Irv Tesch, Everal Erdmann, Lori Abraham
Haitian Student sponsored by St. Paul’s: Corriolant Yves
St. Paul’s friends and family: Mary Jaynes’ sister Sue, Timmy Romanesko, Sandy Poss, Tom Nabbefeld, Ed Wilcox
We were glad to welcome organist and choir director, Larry Klausch,
back to St. Paul’s during March. We are thankful he has regained his
health and can join us once again.

KRAUSE, DENNIS & CAROL
(#53)
04/18

WISCHOW, GORDON & JACKIE (#59)
04/26
HARVOT, BARRY & JEAN
04/29

KENTOPP, JOE & ANNIE
(#19)
04/25

(#28)

If you or any other members of St. Paul’s are unable to attend church
regularly to pick up one of our devotional booklets, but would enjoy having
one, please contact the church office. We have These Days and The Upper
Room available in our Narthex.

MEYER, JACK
WOOD, LYNN
JOACHIM, CALEB
ROBIEN, ROD
SHELDON, MICHAEL
TESCH, APRIL
SPAULDING, SARA
CIRRICIONE, CHANDLER
LOOMANS, DEVIN
JUEDES, MICHAEL
LANDIG, SHERRI

04/01
04/01
04/08
04/11
04/14
04/14
04/18
04/19
04/21
04/22
04/25
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June Otto was hospitalized at Aurora Medical Center during March.

Worship bulletins during March remembered
Mabel Reichard given by Dorothy Hable.



Were given by Annie Kentopp in
honor and memory of her
family.

Credence shelf flowers during March  Remembered Mabel and Gordon
Reichard given by Annette
and Chris Reichard

A funeral service was held for member Don Davies on March 16, 2017 at
Konrad-Behlman Funeral Home. Don passed away on March 3, 2017.
Interment took place at Riverside Cemetery. We extend our sympathy to
his wife, Shelley, and family.

“Dear Friends,
Thank you all so very much for the memorial gift in memory of
Brian. He very much enjoyed being Pastor of your congregation as
you showed him love and support always.
bless you greatly.”

May God continue to

The family of Brian Tokoph

BRAT FRY
Date: Saturday, April 1st, 2017 - Time: 10 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: The ReStore 1640 S Koeller Street

“The early automobile began an era of mobility undreamed of by the church founders.
The motor had to be cranked by hand, the headlights were fueled by
gas, running boards provided a step to get into the high car, the top
often had to hurriedly raised in a spring rain, and the windshield was
in two sections to allow for the cooling breeze. The white rubber
tires were smooth and often failed, requiring pains-taking roadside
repairs.”
(Excerpt from: “100 YEARS: 1896-1996 A Brief History of the Church”)
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Breakfast 8:30 AM – 9:30 AM
Easter worship @ 9:30 AM
Free will offering
PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX
(or phone the office)
If you are able to bring donuts, pastries, an egg bake or any other hot/cold item, please call or
email
Bobbi Reepsdorf: 920-267-3044 / reepsdorf@charter.net.
We might have pancakes using our large griddle
– if someone is willing to be the pancake cook on that day.
Kitchen and dining setup and cleanup assistance would be appreciated.

Thank you for your generosity to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. St. Paul's will
be sending $467 to the Conference Office. This special mission offering involves us in
disaster development ministries throughout the world. Many lives are transformed because of your gifts.

Need an idea to help St. Paul’s? How about purchasing a Staples Gift
Card through our SCRIP program? The purchase helps the SCRIP fundraiser for the church and the Staples card helps the office with its purchases!

A good exercise for the heart is to bend down and
help another up.
Faith is not the belief that God will do what you
want. Faith is the belief that God will do what is right.
--Max Lucado
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

9:30 am worship with communion

Adventures in
Music

SCRIP orders due!

6:30 PM Boy
Scouts

9

10
Adventures in
Music

4
Adventures in
Music

11

5

6

The Path
5:30 PM supper
6 PM Faith Formation

12

Adventures in
Music

7

8

14

15

6:30 PM Church Council
meets

13
No Path

6:30 PM Boy
Scouts

Worship @ 7 PM
9:30 am worship
with choir

16

17

18

19
The Path
5:30 PM supper
6 PM Faith Formation

6:30 PM Boy
Scouts

20

Worship @ noon @
Bethany UCC

21

6:30 PM choir rehearsal

22
NEA Annual
Meeting at
Ripon

8:30 am breakfast
9:30 am worship

23

24
9:30 am worship

Break the Silence Sunday

Adventures in
Music
6:30 PM Boy
Scouts

25
Adventures in
Music

26

27

28

29

The Path
5:30 PM supper
6 PM Faith Formation

30
9:30 am worship
Food Pantry Sunday
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EASTER NEEDS
Pearl Carter Phillips

This spring we need the faith that Jesus taught
More surely now than in the ages past;
We need His strength to meet the fierce onslaught
Of madmen who have set the world aghast.
This spring we need the courage Jesus showed
While dying on the cross for others’ shame;
We need His wisdom on this war-torn road,
And true compassion for the ones to blame.
This spring, above all others, we should see
The need for more united brotherhood;
We need to map the course in harmony,
And work to salvage all there is of good.
This spring when blossoms tell of life renewed,
We need an understanding gratitude.

pg. 8

