St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ
Rev. RaeAnn Beebe 1250 Leonard Point Rd. Oshkosh, WI 54904
920-231-3080
stpauls@ntd.net www.stpaulsoshkosh.com

AUGUST 2017 Tidings
“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
(1 Corinthians 13:13)

Every time I leave Moon Beach or Pilgrim Center, I think that my experience had to have
been the best camp experience ever. And it is, until the next time I go. Each camp experience is
unique and wonderful in its own way and really can’t be compared to any other. But this year I can
say that it was one of the best times I have ever had at camp. My grandson Dalton and I just
returned from our first Grandparent and Me Camp. Usually I attend camp with other adults, but
this time there were 13 children ages 4 – 7 and 12 grandparents (one grandma brought 4
grandchildren with her!).
None of these children knew each other before. Some were shy and some were very
outgoing. Some were adventuresome and others held back a little. But it didn’t take them long at
all to get to know each other and to start playing together. Camp provided a safe place for them to
explore and try new things. And it provided us grandparents with an opportunity to interact with
our grandchildren in new ways. We worked on projects together – it is amazing how much fun
washing boats can be. We learned new things together - starting a fire without a match and how to
track animals in the woods. We heard Bible stories and made a covenant with one another. The
kids came up with some great things to put in their covenant.
If you ask Dalton, he will tell you his favorite thing about camp was swimming. He really
wanted to go in the lake, but was a little hesitant at first and clung to me. But as he saw his two
best buddies swim out to the raft, he let go and joined them. And there was no stopping him after
that! They jumped from raft to raft, stood up and balanced on it, and pretended it was a pirate
ship. All I had to do was stand there and watch him expand his horizons and build confidence in
himself.
I loved sharing Pilgrim Center, a special place for me, with Dalton. Each night when the
lights were out and I was hoping he was falling asleep, I would hear a small voice, “Grandma?”
“Yes, Buddy?” “I love you.” “I love you, too.” That was my favorite part! I will hold it in my heart
forever. I now understand why my mother-in-law looked forward to taking my boys to Grandparent
and Me Camp each summer and why she was sad when they attended camp on their own. Dalton
and I are already making plans for next summer. He is hoping his new best buds Oliver and Simon
will be there and I am just looking forward to time spent with him in a sacred place.
This is all made possible because the Wisconsin Conference has made our camps and outdoor
ministry a priority. They have hired awesome people to run the camps who in turn have hired
others who do a remarkable job. Many of the counselors return summer after summer because they
enjoy the experience so much. Our support through the CAMPital Campaign has allowed for
renovations to older buildings, accessibility for all ages and abilities, and new experiences for
everyone. Thank you for your support. On August 20th, Rev. Nathan Athorp, chaplain at Pilgrim
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Center, will lead worship here at St. Paul’s. In addition to our regular offering, we will pass the
offering plates a second time for offerings to the CAMPital Campaign. Please give generously so
that all of God’s children (at least the ones in Wisconsin) can experience the wonders of God’s love
and creation at Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center.
Blessings,
Pastor RaeAnn
Funeral services were held for member Virginia Pommerening at KonradBehlman Funeral Home on Friday, June 9th with Pastor RaeAnn officiating.
Burial was in Lake View Memorial Park.
Funeral services were also held for St. Paul’s friend, Jean Fuller, on Friday
July 14th at Trinity Episcopal Church. We extend our sympathy to her
family and friends.
Member, Gordon Wischow, passed away on July 12, 2017. Per his request, no funeral
services were held. A memorial service will be observed during worship on August 27th. We
extend our sympathy to his wife, Jackie, and their entire family.

Check out the "Christmas In July" tree in the narthex so that you can pick your
backpack tags and start shopping for clothing donations for the Back to School
Fair.
Clothing, cash, and gift card donations will be picked up starting the first
week of August and the final cutoff date for donations will be Sunday, August 6.

Scripture Texts for August
We will be in Ordinary Time from 6/11- 11/26. The liturgical color is green to signify life and growth.
Reading and reflecting on scripture helps us to grow in our faith.

8/6
8/13
8/20
8/27

Ephesians 6:10-20
Concludes our study of Ephesians
Acts 2:37-42, Romans 6:1-11
Baptism
Rev. Nathan Athorp from Pilgrim Center will lead worship.
1 Corinthians 11:17-34, Matthew 12:1-8
or Mark 14:12-15
Lord’s Supper

Take some time in the week prior to the Sunday these texts are preached to read
them. What images or words jump out at you as you read the texts? What do the
words or images say to you about Jesus or God? How do these words or images
speak to your life?
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We have a new opportunity this summer to help those less fortunate
in our community. During the early summer, children and families are able to
eat lunch at several summer school sites throughout the city. Once summer
school is finished at the end of July, those mouths go unfed. St. Andrew's
Lutheran Church is stepping up to help this summer and we'd like to assist
them in their mission.
In August, they will be offering lunch to those in the neighborhood that
might not otherwise get lunch. They will also be offering small bags of easy to make food to
send home for an evening meal. Both of these services will pick up on programs offered by
supporting agencies during the school year for needy students. Look for the collection box in the
Narthex to contribute to this worthwhile, local project.
OR consider a gift card to a grocery store to cover the cost of supplies. You may be a
helper– 9 AM prep time, 11-1 serving lunch, 1 PM cleanup. Questions - Anne Gassere acgassere@gmail.com or 231-5579. A list of needed supplies is posted in the Narthex!

At the Faith Forward Conference I attended in Chicago, each breakout session
was given time to talk about their topic, how they came to be involved in it
and why it is important in the lives of our children for faith formation. After
each presentation, we were given 2 minutes to reflect on what was said.
I want to try this in worship. After all, worship should be transformative.
Beginning in September, after the message there will be a couple of minutes
for silent reflection (soft music in the background). You can reflect on what the
scripture said to you, an idea in the message that was helpful or not so helpful, a challenge or a call
you heard in the message, identifying something you would like to do in response to the message. If
you would like to bring a notebook to jot your thoughts down in please do that. We will provide
space in the bulletin for you to do this as well. You will not have to share your reflections with
anyone unless you want to. This may feel uncomfortable at first, but as we get used to it, I believe it
will enrich our faith formation.

Coffee
Hour
continues to be
supported with delicious
donations of cookies,
donuts and other treats
for everyone’s enjoyment.
We appreciate the cash
donations as well! Why not share your special
event with us during Coffee Hour?

On
Graduation
Sunday, June
4th, St. Paul’s
honored
Omro
High
School
June
graduate, Katie Robinett. In August,
she plans to begin basic training in
Missouri
in
the
U.
S.
Army.
Congratulations, Katie!

For any questions on supplies needed
for Coffee Hour, contact the church office.
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CREDENCE SHELF FLOWERS AND WORSHIP
BULLETINS

Those who continue
to bring in used ink
cartridges for recycling.
They are a huge help
for our office budget.
All who donated
Back to School items for
the Back to School
Fair. Hundreds of local children will be
provided with a first day of school outfit
through this community-wide effort. Thank you
to Sherri Landig for coordinating this even.
Anne Gassere – for coordinating our help in
St. Andrew’s summer meal program for less
fortunate neighborhood children in Oshkosh.
Faye Lindemann, Rena Gomach and Bobbi
Reepsdorf for their continued computer/screen
preparation for each Sunday and also to
Sherri Landig for operating the computer
Sunday
mornings.
Those who contributed to our Strengthen
the Church special UCC offering with their gifts
of $207.
James Beck for his hours of hard work
repairing a fence post.
Pastor RaeAnn for the planting of flower
pots at the church door entrances and Lynn
Rollmann for weekly watering.
Sherri Landig for coordinating the Back to
School annual project.

June 15 – Honored Chris Spaulding, Bill
Joachim and all fathers given by Sara
and Owen Spaulding.
June 25 – Remembered the
wedding anniversary of Bev
and Jack Petersen given by
Barb
Jones
and
Jodi
Petersen.
July 16 – Honored the ordination of Pastor
RaeAnn Beebe.
July

23 - Remembered Cameron Victor
Gassere on his 5th "Angelversary", July
23, 2012. Loved and missed so much.
Mom, Dad, Spencer and Kate

July 30 – Bulletin and flowers remembered her
dear sister, Mabel Reichard, given by
Dorothy Hable.

BETTCHER, TELENE & MICHAEL
08/07
GASSERE, ANNE & PAUL
08/07
REV. KENT & AUDREY MOSEBACH
08/10
HAUSER, JOHN & RUTH
08/22
KAUFMAN, TONY & NANCY
08/26
TRETOW, REV. HARLEY & SHIRLEY
08/30

When you shop at AmazonSmile,
Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase
price to St. Paul’s UCC. Bookmark this
link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/390103565 and support us every time
you shop!!!!!!

Empty coffee cans are
greatly needed for
delivering altar flowers.
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(#24)
(#18)
(#14)
(#53)
(#11)
(#65)

PETERSEN, JACK
SAGMEISTER, LOIS
JOACHIM, ELIZABETH
JOVAAG, JEAN
KENTOPP, ANNIE
REEPSDORF, BOBBI
KAUFMAN, NANCY
LOOMANS, BARB
JONES, JOHN

08/03
08/13
08/15
08/16
08/16
08/16
08/19
08/28
08/31

HAVE FUN IN THE SUN WITH SCRIP
Spend summer doing just what YOU want – swimming, vacations, resting, cooking
outdoors, etc. sCRIP has cards for all of this. Order now so you have them when you need
them.
NEXT ORDER DATE:
Sunday, August 6th

Those who Those who are recuperating at home or in care centers: Jeanette Cummings, June
Otto, Betty Gabbert, Eileen Redemann, Betty Bettin, Muriel Carrillo, Irv Tesch,
Everal Erdmann, Lori Abraham, Dorothy Hable, Marcia Marks, Carla Gearnhardt,
Ruth Hauser
Haitian Student sponsored by St. Paul’s: Corriolant Yves
St. Paul’s friends and family: Mary Jaynes’ sister Sue, Timmy Romanesko, Sandy Poss, Tom
Nabbefeld, Jim Beck’s brother Jeff, Annie Kentopp’s sister, Pastor RaeAnn’s mom Ayleene
Grabow, Shelley, Holly
Hospitalized since our last Tidings was published, were June Otto and Carla
Gearnhardt. All have since returned home.
A smile is a curve that can set a lot of things straight.
Some minds are like concrete, all mixed up and permanently set.
People are funny. They spend money they don’t have, to buy things they don’t need, to impress
people they don’t like.
“Chuckles from a Churchmouse”
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August 2017

Sun

Mon

6
7
9:30 AM worship

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3
4
Pastor @ Clergy
Support/Study
Group

5

8

9

10

11

12

18

19

with communion

11 AM Emmaus
ECC worship
13
14
9:30 AM worship

15

16

20
21
9:30 AM worship

27
28
9:30 AM worship

22

23
Pastor on
vacation

Pastor on
vacation

29

17

Artist in
6:30 PM
Fellowship Hall Emmaus ECC in
Fellowship Hall
5:30 PM Faith,
Pastor on
Food, Fellowship
vacation
& Fun

11 AM Emmaus
ECC worship

11 AM Emmaus
ECC worship

Sat

6:30 PM Church
Council

SCRIP orders due!

Rev. Nathan Thorpe
(Pastor on
Vacation)

Fri

24

25

Pastor on
vacation

30

31

with Wischow
memorial
Food Pantry
Sunday

11 AM Emmaus
ECC worship

[6]

Wedding
rehearsal

Pastor on
vacation

Pastor on
vacation

26

