St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ
MAY 2017 Tidings
“You are witnesses of these things.”
Luke 24:48
Back in February, a private zoo in upstate New York began live streaming a pregnant giraffe.
I am not sure why they did this, possibly to raise awareness of the plight of giraffes. [Did you know
that the giraffe population has decreased by 40% in the last 30 years and giraffes are listed on the
IUCN Red List as “vulnerable to extinction”? I had no idea!] Maybe they were trying to generate
interest in their zoo. Although by looking at their website, it seems to be doing pretty well.
Whatever the reason or reasons, the result has been overwhelming.
By mid-March, millions of people were tuning in to watch April, the mother giraffe, as she
walked around her pen, ate snacks from the care-givers’ hands, looked into the camera and flirted
a little with Oliver, the father giraffe, who was in a separate pen. Social media was abuzz with
comments and questions and concerns for April. People were posting where they were watching
from and it was literally around the world. Each little change in her behavior was cause for people
to tune in and watch and wait. It was taking so long, that people even jokingly wondered if she was
pregnant at all! But the vets at the zoo assured us she was.
Finally, on Saturday April 15, just before 10:00 am EST out plopped the baby giraffe. And
plop it did. Giraffes give birth standing up and the baby dropped 6 feet to the ground. Ouch! 1.2
million people were watching live on YouTube and another 750,000 were watching via the zoo’s
Facebook page! This was not April’s first offspring and so she knew what to do. She licked him off
(yes, it is a little boy) gently caressing him with her nose. After about 45 minutes (no I didn’t watch
that long), she nudged him to his wobbly feet. He kept falling and she kept nudging and
encouraging. Baby Boy weighed in at 129 pounds and was 5 feet 9 inches tall!
People became interested in this story because others told them about it. In our world of
social media and the Internet, word spread quickly and easily. How else do you get over a million
people to watch a giraffe give birth?!
The story of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection spread because those who witnessed it were
so eager to share it with others. It was an experience too wonderful to keep to themselves. Before
his ascension, Jesus told them that they were his witnesses. And what do witnesses do, but tell
what they have seen and know.
We too are Jesus’ witnesses. Oh, not in the same way as the first disciples. But we have
experienced Jesus in our lives. We have experienced God’s transforming power. We too can spread
the news. We may not reach 1.2 million people, but the ones we reach are just as important.
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed!
Blessings,
Pastor RaeAnn
Rev. RaeAnn Beebe

1250 Leonard Point Rd.
stpauls@ntd.net

Oshkosh, WI 54904
920-231-3080
www.stpaulsoshkosh.com

pg. 1

MILE OF STYLE
Style Show & Dinner to benefit the Day by Day Warming Shelter on May 11, 2017
At the Oshkosh Convention Center. Doors open @ 4:30 pm, 6 pm dinner, and 7 pm style show. Will
include fashions, raffles and a fun-filled evening.
Cost - $30 for individuals, $240 for table of 8
920-203-4536 by April 28th
To learn more: www.warmingshelter.com

April Showers Bring May Flowers and a contest, too!
Maybe you can be the winner of a $25 SCRIP card! This could be used as a
gift to yourself OR someone else.
Contest same as before: $25 – 1 contest entry. All SCRIP ordered OR
purchased at church is eligible.
Contest runs NOW to May 7th
SCRIP orders due May 7th!
P.S. If you’ve never ordered SCRIP before and want to help the church,
just give the office a call and we’ll be glad to help – over the phone, even!

On June 4th, we will celebrate with all of those who are graduating from high school
and college. We will recognize their accomplishments during worship and bless
them on the journeys before them. Graduates are invited to wear their cap & gown.
If you are graduating or know of someone who is, please contact the church office
so we don't miss anyone.








Mary Jaynes for preparing and cleaning up communion during April.
Lowell Reepsdorf and Paul Gassere for spring maintenance on mowers
Dennis Krause for miscellaneous repairs
Ellen Becker for filling and cleaning the pew racks.
Chris Reichard – continual monitoring of emergency equipment and replacing
batteries when necessary.
Bobbi Reepsdorf – coordinating Easter breakfast

KARST, ADALEE
KLUBERTANZ, JACK
POMMERENING, VIRGINIA
HINZ, KENNETH
JAEGER, DONNA
SHELDON, HIEDI
SPAULDING, OWEN
TRETOW, SHIRLEY

05/01
05/02
05/03
05/05
05/17
05/19
05/19
05/20

CLINE, MADISON
05/21
JOACHIM, BILL
05/22
SCHULTZ, MARY
05/27
SHELDON, JACOB
05/31
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ANAND, AJ and TONI #29
(05/01)

June Otto – Evergreen Manor
1130 N. Westfield
Oshkosh WI 54902

SPECIAL FLOWERS
REMEMBERED LOIS & EARL LIVERMAN GIVEN BY SHERRI LANDIG
REMEMBERED CAMERON GASSERE GIVEN BY MOM, DAD, KATE & SPENCER
REMEMBERED JOHN & LORRAINE BECKER GIVEN BY MARY SCHMITT & ELLEN BECKER
REMEMBERED JOHN & MARY BOSS GIVEN BY KATHRYN THOMSEN
REMEMBERED DAVID SCHMITT GIVEN BY MARY SCHMITT
REMEMBERED THEIR PARENTS GIVEN BY BILL & LIZ JOACHIM
REMEMBERED ARTHUR & ANN JUEDES GIVEN BY AUDREY CAIN
REMEMBERED WALLY & LUCY WRIEDT, AND DOROTHY LERCH GIVEN BY DEBBIE WRIEDT
REMEMBERED ANNE G. BOSS GIVEN BY BENJAMIN BOSS
REMEMBERED BILL & ANGIE GRUNSKE GIVEN BY BENJAMIN BOSS
REMEMBERED DAVID SCHMITT GIVEN BY KRIS, BOB, CAITLYN & ALYSSA SCHAFER
HONORED THEIR FAMILY GIVEN BY REV. RAEANN & RORY BEEBE
REMEMBERED TOM, BROCK AND KRIS GIVEN BY BOBBI & LOWELL REEPSDORF

GIVING STATEMENTS
for the 1st quarter of
2017 will be available
in the Narthex during
May. Please pick yours

Thanks to those who continue to
bring “treats” for Sunday coffee
hour. We are currently in need of
coffee, juices and cookies to
supplement our supplies.

up to save us postage.

ATTENTION ALL CHURCH KEY HOLDERS
The Church Council requests that a “Key Check” be completed annually during
May. Therefore, if YOU are holding a church key for any

reason, please BRING your key to the church office OR see
Liz on Sunday mornings during May for an accurate inventory.
This will provide the Council with an up-to-date list of all
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key holders.
As a reminder, please DO NOT loan your key out to anyone who is not
assigned to that key. There are extra keys in the office; therefore, if
you need a key, just contact the office and sign out a key. By having an
accurate accounting of all keys, the security and safety of the church
building, its contents and the people who use the building will be greatly
enhanced. (We have had several incidents of strangers entering through
unlocked doors.)
REMINDER: If you enter/unlock any church door PLEASE check to make
sure the door is locked when you leave! Too many members have found doors
unlocked when they arrive for a church activity.
REMINDER: A doorbell that rings in the Fellowship Hall has now been
installed at the front door of the church; therefore, if you are involved
in an activity in the Hall, you are encouraged to please keep the front
door locked after all your participants have arrived and instruct them to
use the front door bell, if arriving late.

We mourn with Lynn Rollmann on the death of her mother, Kathryn
Larson, recently in Chilton WI. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later
date.

Worship bulletins on Sunday,
April 16th, remembered Anne
G. Boss given by Benjamin
Boss.

Remembered Esther Petersen Friedrich
and were given by Jack and Jodi Petersen and
Barb Jones.
Remembered Anne G. Boss and were
given by Benjamin Boss.

Those who are recuperating at home or in care centers: Jeanette Cummings, June
Otto, Betty Gabbert, Eileen Redemann, Betty Bettin, Muriel Carrillo, Irv Tesch,
Everal Erdmann, Lori Abraham, Dorothy Hable
Haitian Student sponsored by St. Paul’s: Corriolant Yves
St. Paul’s friends and family: Mary Jaynes’ sister Sue, Timmy Romanesko, Sandy
Poss, Tom Nabbefeld, Ed Wilcox, Jim Beck’s brother Jeff
We mourn with Lynn Rollmann on the death of her mother, Kathryn Larson.
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS FOR MAY
We are in the Season of Eastertide. The liturgical color for Eastertide is white.
5/7
5/14
5/21
5/28

Acts 8:26-39
Acts 15:1-18
Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21
Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29

An Ethiopian is Baptized
The First Church Council
Peter and Paul at Odds
A Church Divided Over
Law and Faith

Take some time in the week prior to the Sunday these texts are preached to read them. What images
or words jump out at you as you read the texts? What do the words or images say to you about
Jesus or God? How do these words or images speak to your life?

Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offering
What is church?
a) Worship on Sunday mornings
b) Protests and rallies in support of the least of these
c) Helping to feed the hungry and support the addicted
d) All of the above!
Where is church?
a) In the sanctuary and church building
b) In breweries and coffee shops
c) Around a dinner table
d) All of the above!
Why church?
a) To love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and our neighbor as ourselves
b) To be united in Spirit and inspired by God's grace to welcome all, love all, and seek justice for all
c) To vision a just world for all, united in Christ’s love
d) All of the above!
Where does Strengthen the Church money go?
a) To seed brand new churches that bring hope to people on the margins who wouldn’t set foot in
church otherwise
b) To help established churches begin projects working with refugees and immigrants
c) To fund creative ideas experimenting with new way Christian millennials are gathering
d) All of the above . . . and so much more!
If you answered “d) all of the above!,” then you’re not only correct, but you’re thinking outside of the
buildings and boxes that have defined the message of Christianity for the last several decades.
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You’re thinking on the forefront of the United Church of Christ and the way in which we are
Strengthening the Church not only for the church we have grown up knowing, but for the church
God is calling us to be!
Will you join us through our Special Mission Offering to Strengthen the Church? How?
a.) Time - I will pray alongside the offering
b.) Talent - I will tell the stories of my own church
c.) Treasure - I will donate towards Strengthen the Church
d.) All of the above! ;)
We will receive this offering on Pentecost Sunday, June 4, 2017.
================================================

Thanks go out to all those who participated in creating a delicious and warming Easter Breakfast.
Once again, we proved “many hands make light work”! It is
amazing! Preparation went smoothly, clean up was accomplished
and all lost items were found and returned to their owners.
You know who you are, but I’ll give everyone else a “guess” at
who made this Easter Breakfast happen: Lowell, Donna, Bob, Liz,
Sara, Barb, Anne.
Blessings, Bobbi Reepsdorf
P.S. the funniest snafu: 2 pans went missing. They were found the next day in one of the sinks
soaking under cloudy water. Anyone know a good eye doctor?
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

5:00 PM Adventures in
The Path
Music
5:30 PM Supper
6:00 PM Faith Formation

7

8

9

10

Thu

4

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

Noon @ City Hall

11

9:30 AM WORSHIP

Pastor @ Church
Pastor @ Clergy
The Path
Pastor @ Clergy
With communion Development/Renewal Cluster in Fond du Lac 5:30 PM Supper
Support/Study Group
in DeForest
6:00 PM Faith FormaSCRIP orders due!
tion
6:30 PM Church
Council
11:00 AM ECC
worship

14

15

9:30 AM WORSHIP

16

17

6:30 PM ECC’s
The Path
Modern Spirituality 5:30 PM Supper
Group-Richard Rohr 6:00 PM Faith Formation

CONFIRMATION
And
MOTHER’S DAY

11:00 AM ECC
worship

21

22

23

9:30 AM WORSHIP

11:00 AM ECC
worship

24
Artist uses Fellowship
Hall

Pastor at Faith
Forward in Chicago

28

30

9:30 AM WORSHIP

6:30 PM ECC’s
Modern Spirituality
Group-Richard Rohr

11:00 AM ECC
worship
FOOD PANTRY
SUNDAY

Pastor at Faith
Forward in Chicago

31

Mother’s Day
MEMORIAL DAY

MAY 14TH, 2017
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ALTAR FLOWERS
If you have a special occasion or person in your life to remember or honor, providing flowers at worship services
is one way to share that time.
Why not consider providing Sunday flowers at a cost of $30 for 2 vases? Following
worship, the flowers are yours or you may instruct the office or flower chairman for the month
to deliver them to hospitalized or shut in church members. Complete the form below to reserve
a Sunday and bring it to church or mail it in along with $30. (There is also a sign up sheet in
the Narthex). List your preferred date and if there is a conflict, the office will contact you.
I would like to provide flowers on _______________
(Preferred date)
I would like to provide flowers: (check one)
____ In memory of ___________________________
OR
____ In honor of _____________________________
Given by __________________________________________________________

WORSHIP BULLETINS
I would like to reserve the worship bulletins to remember or honor a special person or occasion in my life:
PREFERRED DATE: _____________________________
TO REMEMBER/HONOR (circle one): ____________________
_______________________________________
GIVEN BY: ________________________________
PHONE: __________________________________
The cost is $22 per Sunday. Please enclose your money with this order.
If there is a conflict with the date, the church office will contact you.
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WHY GOD MADE MOTHERS
God knew there should be mothers to hear each infant’s cry
To pat away the little tears that fill a baby’s eye
To keep up with the daily round and do the thousand things
That means the reassurance such a loving presence brings . . .
To teach them how to share this world with sisters and with brothers
And so in his great wisdom God created mothers!
-

Author unknown

Grandmas are moms with lots of frosting.
– Author unknown
Perfect love sometimes does not come until the first grandchild.
– Welsh Proverb

Grandchildren are God’s way of compensating us for growing old.
- Mary Waldrip
It’s amazing how grandparents seem so young once you become one.
- Author unknown
One moment you’re just a mother. The next you are all-wise and prehistoric.
– Pam Brown

MATCHING CHALLENGE
FOR BOILER MAINTENANCE!!
St. Paul's is fortunate to have a matching donation offered
for the mechanical updates to the boilers. An anonymous donor will
match up to $5000 pledged towards the upkeep of the mechanical
system. This generous match will allow the church to pay for the recent repairs and put aside
money for the ongoing maintenance of the system.
Please prayerfully consider a donation so that we may benefit from this generosity.
Contributions may be made using the green pew envelopes or sending payment to the church
office with notation for the match. Many thanks to this anonymous donor and to those able to
help us meet this challenge!
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