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St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ
Rev. RaeAnn Beebe 1250 Leonard Point Rd. Oshkosh, WI 54904
920-231-3080
stpauls@ntd.net www.stpaulsoshkosh.com

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS
TIME ENDS
SUNDAY, NOV. 5th

SCRIP News
COOK AN IMPRESSIVE
SPREAD!
If you are throwing
a fall party or going to one
– you should use SCRIP
cards. There are cards for
Festival, Piggly Wiggly, Pic
‘n Save, Walmart, ShopKo,
Target and more!
Order your SCRIP cards now – next
order is due Sunday, Nov. 5th. Each card purchased earns a rebate for St. Paul’s!
If you’ve never ordered before, just
call the office for help – a very easy way to
help St. Paul’s financially.

On Sunday, November
5th, we will honor St.
Paul’s veterans. Thank
you for your service to
our country.

SALVATION ARMY BELL
RINGING - Friday, November 17th (3 pm-7 pm at
Festival Foods.)

INTERFAITH FESTIVAL
OF GRATITUDE
Monday, November 20, at
7:00 p.m. at the Grand
Opera House, 100 High
Street, Oshkosh

Sunday, November
12th
Return your pledge card
as we will dedicate our
intentions to God.
Salvation Army
Adopt-AFamily
The Adopt-AFamily Program,
through the Salvation Army, allows us to
spread some holiday cheer.
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“So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the
traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth
or by our letter.”
2 Thessalonians 2:15 NRSV

Well, fall is finally here! The trees are outfitted in beautiful, vibrant reds, oranges, and
yellows. The temperature is falling along with the leaves. And most of my flowers (even the fall ones)
are done blooming. I love this time of year. It is a time of year filled with traditions – Homecomings,
Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.
Traditions are important to all of us and have been important throughout human history. The
Hebrew people were instructed by God to pass down their traditions to their children and Paul encouraged the early followers of Jesus to “hold fast to the traditions.” Traditions gave meaning and
identity to the Hebrews and early Christians. Traditions give us family and faith community identities.
What are your favorite traditions?
When my boys were little, I would give them a pair of Christmas pajamas on St. Nick’s
Day so they could wear them on Christmas morning. I have continued doing this in some fashion
even into their adulthood and now include wives and grandchildren (I already have a sleeper for the
new baby!). I believe they would miss it if I stopped doing it. I have noticed though that our family
traditions have expanded as our family was blended with the girls’ families. We have to honor their
traditions as well. This got me thinking about starting new traditions.
At the Faith Forward conference, I purchased a book called “Faithful Families: Creating Sacred
Moments at Home” by Traci Smith. It is filled with all kinds of suggestions on making the everyday
sacred and starting new traditions. Here is one I thought would be fun for all of us to try this year.
A CHRISTMAS TREE BLESSING
This tradition allows families to bring a moment of spirituality to the secular tradition of decorating the tree. Try having a different family member read the blessing each year.
Designed for all ages
Time Investment: 1-2 minutes
Materials: 1) Blessing (printed below), 2) Christmas Tree (before decorating), 3) Manger scene/crèche scene (optional)
How To: 1) Before the tree is decorated, gather everyone together and read the following blessing:

God who created the birds in the air, the fish in the sea, the stars in the sky, and the trees in
the ground, bless this tree as we decorate it and make it a joyful symbol in our home. May its
braches remind us of the shade and shelter you provide for us and for many creatures. May its
trunk remind us of your strength. May its lights bring us peace. May we remember your gift to
us this season, the gift of the baby Jesus. Amen.

2) Optional (see note below) – After decorating the tree, set up a crèche or manger scene
below the tree.
Note: In the United States, there seems to be a sharp division between secular Christmas traditions
(the tree, the stockings, Santa) and Christian traditions (the manger scene, attending church, singing
Christmas carols). As the tree is the focal point in many homes during Christmas, blessing the tree
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and setting up a manger scene under the tree (as opposed to gifts) can highlight the Christian significance of the day, something culture has lost sight of.
Variations:

1) Print the blessing on an ornament and say it as the ornament is hung on the tree.
2) Write a new blessing each year and collect them from year to year.
3) Cut down your own tree and say this blessing before the tree is cut down
and brought home.
4) Adapt the language of the blessing to the age of your children or your own traditions
and culture.
(This practice excerpted from the book Faithful Families: Simple Practices for Daily Family Life by
Traci Smith. Published by Chalice Press, 2017. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
I like our family and faith community traditions. I like sharing them with others, but I also like
hearing what traditions are important to others. Let’s share those traditions with one another and incorporate new ones into our lives.
Get out and enjoy the last days of warm weather and experience the beautiful colors God has
painted the earth with.
Blessings,
Pastor RaeAnn

INTERFAITH FESTIVAL OF GRATITUDE
This year’s Interfaith Festival of Gratitude will be Monday,
November 20, at 7:00 p.m. at the Grand Opera House, 100 High
Street, Oshkosh, WI. This is the 8th annual festival, the largest
event of its kind in Wisconsin.
The theme for this year’s festival is “Welcome Home.” Representatives from many different faith communities will share
thoughts on how their faith traditions offer hospitality to other people. Proceeds from
the free will offering will benefit Day by Day Warming Shelter in Oshkosh.
Copies of local author, Beth Heuer's book, "Voices of Wisdom: A Story of Homelessness & Hope," will be on sale at the festival for $15.00, with all sales donated to the
Day By Day Warming Shelter. The book portrays Heuer’s passion for addressing homelessness at the community level through a fictional story of a homeless individual, and a
discussion of the myths of homelessness.
This year’s festival will be preceded by a potluck at the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community’s Mosque at 300 N. Eagle Street, beginning at 5:00 p.m. People are encouraged
to bring a dish to share that is special to their faith or ethnic group. Plates, utensils and
beverages will be provided. Guests are asked not to bring dishes that contain pork or
alcohol. Following the potluck, everyone is encouraged to drive downtown for the festival.
For more information about the potluck, please contact Khurram Ahmed, at (920)
385-9457 or khurram.f.ahmad@ahmadiyya.us
For more information about the festival, or if your faith community would like to
take part in the festival, please contact Tom Willadsen, at (920) 235-6180, or pastor@oshkoshpresbyterians.org.
For
more
information
about
Day
by
Day
Warming
Shelter
visit
http://www.warmingshelter.com/
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Or visit the festival’s Face Book events page

https://www.facebook.com/events/350181365423439/?acontext=%7B%22action_history%22%
3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22page%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5
C%22%3A%5C%22page_upcoming_events_card%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3
A[]%7D]%22%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D

Why not consider providing the
altar flowers or worship bulletins some Sunday in honor
of some occasion or in
memory of a loved one?
Sign up in the Narthex or call
the
church
(231-3080)
or
email
stpauls@ntd.net.

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO THE
FAMILY OF CHURCH MEMBER IRV TESCH.
HE PASSED AWAY OCTOBER 10, 2017 AT
BELLA VISA IN OSHKOSH. FUNERAL SERVICES WERE HELD HERE ON THURSDAY,
OCT. 19TH WITH BURIAL AT LAKE VIEW MEMORIAL PARK.
WE ALSO EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY
TO MEMBER ANNIE
KENTOPP ON THE
RECENT DEATH OF
HER SISTER, PAT.

CIRRICIONE, BRAD & BRENDA
(#28)
11/04
PANOCH, PHIL & GLORIA
(#49)
11/13

As I write this article, it is difficult to be sitting inside when it is so beautiful outside. I want to be looking out
my window and marveling at the colorful trees that are rustling in the breeze. Or better yet walking around
listening, looking and smelling FALL! I thank GOD for all of this.
I recently returned from a trip to California where I had more opportunities to witness the splendor of GOD. I
was blessed to spend 5 days in Yosemite. There I walked among the giant sequoia trees as well as evergreens.
I felt the mist from the waterfalls named after the park as well as one called Bridal Veil. I heard voices from all
over the world also witnessing the beauty of the park. I saw rock climbers scaling El Captain. Another marvel
was Half Dome. I climbed to Glacial Point and saw where men long ago had visions of why this area should be
available for all to see and experience. There I saw how the hand of GOD had created mountains, blue skies,
and waterfalls. After those days, I can’t help but thank GOD for everything I saw and experienced. When we
talk about creation in our Faith Formation classes, I will recall Yosemite!
As you are experiencing fall, please thank GOD for the beauty you see and smell
and hear.
Blessings, Sherri Landig
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I recently received a letter from the Salvation Army with information about the Adopt a Family program. I have signed
our church up for 2 families with children. We will be getting information soon about what they would like/need. Just a
heads up, this year will not include items such as boots, shoes, or clothing as there have been some difficulties with
these things. When I have the information, I will put up the tree. I will also put information in the bulletins so that all are
informed. I am thanking you ahead of time for considering being involved in this outreach mission.
Sherri
Landig
On
Wednesday, November the
29th we will be trimming our tree in the
sanctuary. This is our
normal night for Faith
Formation so this is
what we are proposing
to all members of St. Paul’s:
COME AND JOIN US FOR A POTLUCK MEAL
AND FOLLOWING THE MEAL, WE WILL DECORATE
THE TREE AND SANCTUARY! Bring a dish to share
and enjoy the company of everyone. We eat at 5:30,
so bring your appetite. Can’t wait to see everyone!

News
COOK AN IMPRESSIVE SPREAD!
If you are throwing a fall party or going
to one – you should use SCRIP cards. There
are cards for Festival, Piggly Wiggly, Pic ‘n
Save, Walmart, ShopKo, Target and more!
Order your SCRIP cards now – next
order is due Sunday, Nov. 5th. Each card purchased earns a rebate for St. Paul’s!
If you’ve never ordered before, just
call the office for help – a very easy way to
help St. Paul’s financially.

BECK, JAMES

11/06

CAMERON, CAROL 11/07
BRITTON, BRAD

11/10

HAUSER, RUTH

11/17

WRIEDT, DEBORAH

11/19

GOMACH, BOB

11/21

BEEBE, RORY

11/23

REICHARD, CHRIS

11/30

Sunday, November 12th is Stewardship Sunday
Return your pledge card as we will dedicate our intentions to God.
If you can’t join us that day, please send your card to the church office.
Your commitment helps the Church Council to plan financially for 2018.
Scripture Texts for November
We will be in Ordinary Time from 6/11- 11/26. The liturgical color is green to signify life and growth.
Reading and reflecting on scripture helps us to grow in our faith.
11/5
1 Kings 19:1-18
Elijah’s Call in the Wilderness
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11/12
11/19
11/26

Amos 1:1-2, 5:14-15, 21-24
Isaiah 9:1-7
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

God Promises Justice and Righteousness
God’s Light Shines in Darkness
God Fills our Future with Hope

Take some time in the week prior to the Sunday these texts are preached to read them. What images
or words jump out at you as you read the texts? What do the words or images say to you about Jesus or God? How do these words or images speak to your life?
FEED THE CHILDREN PROGRAM
The following is from the Sunday newspaper:
"St. Andrew's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oshkosh reports that its FEED THE CHILDREN PROGRAM,
held July 31 through Sept. 1, was a success. A total of 877 hot meals were served, plus a sack lunch was sent
home each day with each child for their evening meal. The 121 volunteers in the program donated 667 hours of
time. In addition, members of the congregation and the Oshkosh community, donated money, gift cards, food
and supplies."
As a follow up to Pastor Jewell's thank you note printed in our October Tidings which thanked St. Paul's
for some small food stuffs and paper towel, I wanted to clarify St. Paul's generous participation. Her thank you
note only referenced a third delivery that was made to the program. I wanted to make sure everyone knew that
multiple gift cards and over 6 bags of food/supplies were donated by St. Paul's and delivered to the lunch program for use in the prepared lunches or the sacks that were sent home. Thank you again for your generous support of this new mission project.
Anne Gassere
St. Paul's will be participating in the SALVATION ARMY’S BELL
RINGING PROGRAM
Friday, November 17, 2017 @ Festival Foods - 3-7PM
A sign-up sheet will be on the communication center in the Narthex. Please
consider helping out for a shift.

"Stuff
the
Shelter" for the Day
by Day Warming
Shelter was a great
success. The shelter
opened for the season on October 15 and
because of your generosity the guests will
have oatmeal available for their morning
meal. We collected over 50 boxes and were
also able to contribute a small cash donation. Thank you.

We continue to have a collection basket in the
fellowship hall for the metal pull tabs from
drink cans. These are collected by the Ronald
McDonald Houses in Wisconsin to offset costs
for families who need to stay in Milwaukee
and Madison while their children are receiving
hospital care. What an easy way to help others!
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BOXTOPS FOR ÉDUCATION
We have placed a small collection box for BoxTops in the Fellowship Hall. Most schools in the
area use this program to help raise funds for a variety of things that would
otherwise go unfunded. This is another simple way to support others with
products you are already purchasing.
Simply cut out the small BoxTops logo from the packaging and collect them to turn in. We will split them up and contribute to the schools that
our St. Paul's children are attending.
Hospitalized during October was Lowell Reepsdorf. He has since returned home.
Can you help us put up
the church Christmas tree on
Saturday, November 25th at 1
PM?
For questions, contact
Chris Reichard @ chrisreichard79@sbcglobal.net or
379-3729.

Contact the church office (231-3080 or
stpauls@ntd.net) if you care to remember a loved one on All Saints’ Sunday,
November 5th.

Those who are recuperating at home or in care centers: Jeanette
Cummings, Betty Gabbert, Eileen Redemann, Betty Bettin, Muriel Carrillo,
Lori Abraham, Dorothy Hable, Carla Gearnhardt, Ruth Hauser, Rena Gomach, Lowell Reepsdorf
AdaLee Karst
Haitian Student sponsored by St. Paul’s: Corriolant Yves
St. Paul’s friends and family: Mary Jaynes’ sister Sue, Timmy Romanesko, Sandy Poss, Tom Nabbefeld, Angie Beck









 Those who continue to bring in their used ink and toner cartridges.
We earn cash for each one we recycle which helps with our office
expenses. So far in 2017, 239 cartridges have been turned in for a
value of $478 for St. Paul’s! Keep up the good work!
 Anne Gassere for preparing October communion.
Those who contributed to the Neighbors in Need offering of $315.
Ellen Becker for cleaning/organizing the pew racks and for helping count the Crop Walk
monies.
Dennis Krause for keeping light bulbs, etc. replaced as needed.
Chris Reichard for the monthly emergency equipment inspections.
To all who supported our fundraiser recently at Benvenuto’s which earned
$175 for our CAMPital campaign. (The next fundraiser there is Dec. 12th).
Annette and Chris Reichard, Lynn Rollman and grandson Matt for tree
trimming/disposal.
Anne Gassere for organizing the “oatmeal” food drive for the Day-By-Day Warming Shelter.
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NEWSLETTER OPTIONS
Starting next month, the Church Council has decided to start offering St. Paul’s
members and friends the option of receiving their monthly Tidings newsletter electronically. An electronic copy will save us postage, ink and paper.
To take advantage of this electronic suggestion, contact Liz in the office (2313080) or at stpauls@ntd.net to provide us with your email address. We realize that many of you do not have
access to electronic information or just prefer the traditional mailed copy; therefore, we will not do away with
paper copies completely. If we do not hear that you want an electronic copy, you will receive a paper copy. If
you have any questions, please contact the office, also.
October 8 – Remembered Bev Petersen given by her family.
October 15 – Remembered David Schmitt given by Kris, Bob, Caitlyn and
Alyssa Schafer.

Benvenuto’s Italian Grill in Oshkosh invites you to dine out and support:

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ – United Church Camps
Tuesday, December 12th, 2017
11am – 10pm
20% of all participant sales from 11:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. will be donated to St. Paul’s United Church of Christ.

To participate, bring in your flyer and tell your server you’re part of

“Dine Out For St. Paul’s United Church of Christ!”
Benvenuto’s Italian Grill is a locally owned and operated business and we believe in neighbors helping
neighbors!
*Call ahead seating is encouraged to avoid long waits – 920-230-2300*
www.benvenutos.com
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2017 POINSETTIA ORDER
I would like to order __________(number) poinsettias.
---------- Red -------White -------- Pink ---------- Marble
They will honor/remember (circle one)
____________________________________________________________
(Name)
Given by: _________________________________________________
ENCLOSED is $14.00 for each plant.

DEADLINE for ordering is Sunday, November 19th
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